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Guidelines for presenters

The student reunion is a great opportunity to practice your presentation and discussion
skills.

SGBM is multidisciplinary program with a broad range of research areas and topics. Your
presentation should be prepared keeping this in mind. Expect nobody in the audience
to have a clue about what you are going to talk!

Presentations should be no longer than 15 min, followed by 5 min of discussion.

Talks are timed. Once the time is up, the speaker will have one minute to conclude the
presentation.

How to prepare a successful presentation:

Do not repeat your laboratory progress report, you are going to speak in front of a non-
specialized audience.

Limit the number of power point slides to approximately 1 slide/minute and avoid
complicated diagrams with tiny legends.

A clear introduction is crucial if you wish your audience to follow the presentation.

Ask yourself: Why are you doing that research project? Why should someone care?
Present only the two or three fundamental experiments of your project. Everything else
is far beyond the scope of the student reunion.

Discuss your results and the techniques used. What are the problems and what are the
questions still to be answered?

Test the length of your presentation.

Be passionate about your science!

Simplicity is fundamental!

Guidelines for moderators

The student reunion is also a great opportunity to practice your moderation skills.

Your tasks as the moderator of a talk are:

Briefly introduce the speaker and their background.

Keep the time of their presentation and eventually interrupt them if they go overtime.
Moderate the discussion and limit it to ca. 5 minutes. Please stand up during the
discussion.



